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APELLES, a pel'leez, the most famous of
the painters of ancient Greece and of antiq-
uity, was born in the fourth century b. c.,
probably at Colophon, in Asia Minor. Eph-
orus of Ephesus was his first teacher, but,
attracted by the renown of the Sicyonian
school, Apelles later went to Sicyon to study.
In the time of Philip he went to Macedonia
and there a close friendship between him and
Alexander the Great was established. His
portrait of Alexander with a thunderbolt in
his hand was one of his most celebrated paint-
ings. The drawings of Apelles are especially
noted for accuracy in detail and delicacy of
coloring. Lucian's detailed description of
Apelles7 works gave inspiration to the Italian
Botticelli, the German Diirer and many other
artists.
APENNINES, the, a prolongation of the
Alps, forming the backbone of Italy," are
perhaps the most recently formed mountains
in Italy. The average height of the moun-
tains composing the range is about 4,000 feet,
and nowhere do they reach the limits of per-
petual snow, though some summits exceed
9,000 feet in height. Monte Corno, the high-
est peak, has an altitude of 9,580 feet. On
the highest summit of the Northern Apen-
nines, Monte Cimone (7,110 feet), is a
meteorological observatory. These moun-
tains consist almost entirely of limestone
rocks, and are exceedingly rich in the finest
marbles. On the south slopes volcanic masses
are not uncommon, Mount Vesuvius, the only
active volcano on the continent of Europe,
being an instance. The lower slopes are well
clothed with vegetation; the summits are
sterile and bare. Thirteen passes pierce the
Apennines.
APHASIA, a fafzlie a, a symptom of cer-
tain diseases of the nervous system, in which
the patient loses the power of expressing
ideas by means of words, or loses the appro-
priate use of words, the vocal organs the
while remaining intact and the intelligence
sound. There is sometimes an entire loss of
words as connected with ideas, and sometimes
the loss of a few only. In one form of the
disease, called aphemia, the patient can think
and write but cannot speak; in another,called
agraphia, he can think and speak, but cannot
express his ideas in writing. In a great
majority of cases, where post-mortem exami-
nations have been made, morbid changes
have been found in the left frontal convolu-
tion of the brain.
 APHIDES, afideez, very small greenish
or brown bugs, commonly known as plant lice,
that live on the tender shoots of plants, suck-
ing the sap through long, sharp beaks. Some
of them have two minute tubes on their backs
from which they excrete a sweet substance
that ants and other insects like (see ant).
Aphides are injurious to plants and often be-
come great pests. They themselves are preyed
on by birds, spiders, ants and ladybird beetles.
APHRODITE, afrodi'te, the goddess of
love among the Greeks, better known as
Yenus (which see).
A'PIA, the chief town and the trading
center of the Samoan Islands, on the north
side of the island of Upolu. In 1900, when
the Samoan Islands were divided between
the United States and Germany, Apia became
the capital of German Samoa. In 1914, after
the outbreak of the World War, it was occu-
pied by Australian troops. Robert Louis
Stevenson is buried on the summit of a
mountain overlooking the town. Population,
about 1,500. See samoa, for map.
A'PIARY, a place for keeping bees. The
apiary should be well sheltered from strong
•winds, moisture, and the extremes of heat and
cold. The hives should face the south or
southeast, and should be placed on shelves
two feet above the ground and about the
same distance from each other. As to the
form of the hives, and the materials of which
they should be constructed, there are great
differences of opinion. Wooden hives of
square, boxlike form are now gaining general
favor among bee keepers. They usually con-
sist of a large breeding chamber below, and
two sliding removable boxes called supers
above, for the withdrawal of honey without
disturbing the contents of the main chamber.
It is of great importance that the apiary
should be situated in the neighborhood of
good feeding grounds, such as gardens, clover
fields, or heath-covered hills. When their
stores of honey are removed the bees must
"be fed during the winter and part of spring
with, syrup or with a solution consisting of
two pounds of loaf sugar to a pint of water.
see bee.
A'PIS, a bull, with special venerated mark-
ings, to which divine honors were paid by
the ancient Egyptians, who regarded him as
a symbol of Osiris (which see). He was not
suffered to live beyond twenty-five years, but
was secretly drowned by the priests in a
sacred well. Another Irall with the sacred

